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Amy Kao

Born in Taiwan in 1974, Kao currently lives and works in Brooklyn, New York. ;itL a 
FackKround in continental TLilosoTLy, %Qy Kao´s work sTeaks to tLe TerceTtual e\Terience 
and e\Teriences oJ nature as Qarkers oJ Listory and culture.  ,er work Las Feen e\LiFited at 
institutions, as sucL 1o1% 471, Brooklyn 1useuQ oJ %rt, New York 4uFlic 0iFrary and Busan 
Biennial, 7outL Korea.  1ost recently, Kao coQTleted a site sTeciJic coQQission at tLe 
LeadUuarters oJ *aceFook, -nc. in New York and collaForated witL JasLion desiKner .il 7ander 
on a Jull season collection, alonK witL larKe scale TuFlic coQQissions at BrookJield 4lace and tLe 
;orld *inancial 'enter in New York.  

7olo e\LiFitions include 1icLael 7teinFerK *ine %rt, NY and :enetia KaTernekas +allery, NY.  
Kao is a reciTient oJ residency JellowsLiTs at Yaddo, NY� 1ac(owell 'olony, N,� %rt 3Qi, NY 
and tLe 0ower East 7ide 4rintsLoT, NY.  6eviews oJ Ler work Lave aTTeared in TuFlications 
sucL as tLe New York TiQes, tLe *inancial TiQes and %rt News.  
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�1y work sTeaks to tLe TerceTtual e\Terience oJ nature and e\Tlores nature as Qarkers oJ 
Listory and culture. EacL oJ Qy densely elaForate work deTicts a distinct landscaTe coQTosed 
oJ LyFrid QotiJs, wLicL are created Fy dissectinK and overlaTTinK JraKQents oJ veKetal and 
KeoQetric JorQs. TLey convey a world aFsent oJ Kravity in wLicL Fearers oJ naturally, socially 
and environQentally suKKestive QotiJs cluster in non�LuQan coQQunities.

3Jten recallinK visual Nourneys in classical scroll TaintinKs, tLe vinyl wall installations and ink 
drawinKs are iQQersive dreaQscaTes oJ swellinK contours and ridKe�line recessions.  -nsTired 
Fy tLe notion oJ toToKraTLy oJ aFsence in 'Linese TaintinKs wLere neKative sTace Tresides, 
tLey e\ist in a liQinal sTace tLat Fears neitLer JoreKround nor FackKround. TLey are Tortals 
into Qannered Kardens oJ e\otic JunKi, oceanic inverteFrates, sinKle�celled orKanisQs, 
interstellar deFris and KeoQetric JorQations.   -nterwoven Tictorial JraKQents JurtLer LeiKLten 
tLe sense oJ oscillation Fetween Terceived iQaKeries and JleetinK associations and Fetween 
reTresentation and aFstraction. 

TLe ruFFer relieJ installations are interwoven araFesUue oJ e\Tonentially QultiTlyinK riFFon�
like scrawls.  ToKetLer, tLe LyFridity oJ iQaKeries, acLieved tLrouKL intersectinK and 
overlaTTinK QotiJs, Troduces an intricate and rLytLQic seUuence oJ interlaced contours.  TLe 
Qusical sense oJ tLeQe and variation is transJorQed into a dynaQic visual cacoTLony.  -t 
activates tLe interTlay Fetween liKLt and sLadow, Qotion and stillness.  1y Trocess is 
inLerently Fased on TatterninK and alterations. TLe LyFrid iQaKeries are acLieved tLrouKL a 
Tlay on TerQutation and variation Fy overlaTTinK, dissectinK, neKatinK, douFlinK and reTeatinK.  

7iQilarity, tLe suite oJ densely Qarked ink drawinKs e\Tlores tLe notion oJ eQerKence tLrouKL 
neKation.  TLe Flackened Jield oJ intricately and coQTact cuQulative Lair line Qarks can Fe 
taken as a toToKraTLical Jield or a QicroscoTic view.  -t is situated in tLe tLresLold tLat is 
Farely TerceTtiFle and voraciously Tresent.�
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AMY KAO  
Taiwanese, b. 1974

Lives and works in Brooklyn, NY 

EDUCATION 
1996     BA, Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, NY

SOLO EXHIBITIONS AND ARTIST PROJECTS 
2014__Jil Sander: Spring/ Summer 2014 Men's Collection  
2013    World Financial Center, New York, NY: Field Guide to a Metropolis  
2010    Michael Steinberg Fine Art, New York, NY: Plates and Fault Lines  
2008    Venetia Kapernekas Gallery, New York, NY: Dwellings of Immortals on a Cloudy River  
2007    Toronto International Art Fair, Toronto, Canada: Open Spaces (featured solo artist         
_____ projects): Snow Globe  
           Michael Steinberg Fine Art, New York, NY: Heavenly Tedious  
           Lower East Side Printshop, New York, NY: Limininal 2001 Apexart, New York, NY: Amy  
_____ Kao 

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
2012__Lesley Heller Workspace, New York, NY: Shift, curated by Tom Kotik  
           One New York Plaza, New York, NY: Tales, curated by Tom Kotik 2011 FiveMyles,       
_____ Brooklyn, NY: Asia Unspecified, curated by Lilly Wei  
           New York Public Library, New York, NY: Recent Acquisitions: Prints and Photographs  
_____ John Michael Kohler Arts Center, Sheboygan, WI: Composite Voices 
 _____Plumbo/Anderssen Modern, New York, NY, curated by Michael Steinberg  
2010 _ Editions|Artists’ Book Fair, New York, NY 2009 Editions|Artists’ Book Fair,  
           New York, NY  
           Carl Solway Gallery, Cincinnati, OH: Walls, Floors and Ceilings  
           James Cohan Gallery, New York, NY/ Shanghai, China: Trees  
           Tina Kim Gallery, New York, NY: The House Was Quiet and the World Was Calm,  
_____ curated by Christopher Lew The Armory Show, New York, NY  
2008 _ Reynolds Gallery, Richmond, VA: Almost Famous 
           Contrasts Gallery, Shanghai, China: Mei Guo (The Beau Monde), curated by Lilly Wei   
_____ Editions|Artists’ Book Fair, New York, NY  
2007  _Reynolds Gallery, Richmond, VA: Art Ideas for New Collectors  
           MoMA PS1, New York, NY: Emergency Room  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           Lower East Side Printshop, New York, NY: Spring '07, curated by Bruce Pearson  

2006_  Georgia Scherman Projects, Toronto, Canada: (Un)Natural Selections          
_____  Busan Biennale, Busan, South Korea 
            Aljira Contemporary Art Center, Newark, NJ: E7, curated by Franklin Sirmans and     
______Jennifer Moon Michael Steinberg Fine Art, New York, NY: Every Day Is Different  
         _ Carl Solway Gallery, Cincinnati, OH: 3D  
       _   Silas Marder Gallery, Bridgehampton, NY: The Big Show  
2005     Asian American Arts Centre, New York, NY: Blues  
            Carl Solway Gallery, Cincinnati, OH: Thirty Ways to Make a Painting  
2004     Asian American Arts Centre, New York, NY: The Topography of Absence Brooklyn     
______Museum of Art, Brooklyn, NY: Open House: Working in Brooklyn Plane Space,  
______New York, NY: Drawings 
            Eyewash Gallery, Brooklyn, NY: Size Does Matter  
2003     Dieu Donné, New York, NY: Takeout  
            MoMA PS1, New York, NY: After Matisse and Picasso  
            Eyewash Gallery, Brooklyn, NY: 4-Square  
2001     Galerie 5ème Étage, Paris: Opening  
2000      Arts Center of the Capital Region, Troy, NY: Showroom, curated by Ian Berry 

RESIDENCIES  
2008     Yaddo Residency Fellowship, Saratoga Springs, NY  
2006     Lower East Side Printshop Special Editions Fellowship, New York, NY  
2005     MacDowell  Colony Residency Fellowship, Peterborough, NH  
            Aljira Contemporary Art Center Emerge Program (a Creative Capital program),       
______Newark, NJ Art Omi International Artists Residency, Ghent, NY  
______Lower Manhattan Cultural Council (LMCC) Swing Space finalist, New York, NY  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